Success of the Fifth Edition of the Festival of the Amazighe Culture in Fès, Morocco 

The festival was organized under the royal patronage by the Spirit of Fes Foundation, Fes Saiss Association and the South North Center, with the aim to promote democratic culture as a lever of sustainable development . The festival was sponsored by the Royal Institute of Amazigh Culture and the BMCE Bank Foundation.

During the festival, an international conference was organized by Moha Ennaji on " Multiculturalism and democracy in the Muslim world " 
The festival, which knew one big hit on all the levels (academic, artistic and organisational) stressed on the culture as an central element of democracy. The international conference, which brought together 40 speakers of high gauge like Saad Eddin Ibrahim, Hassan Hanafi, Abdellah Saaf, Kevin Dwyer, Marcia Inhorn, Ahmed Boukous, Karen Vintges, Marjo Buitelaar, Abderrahman Tenkoul, Moha Ennaji, Fatima Sadiqi, Abdou Filali Ansari, Maati Kabbal and others, underlined the impact of the multiculturalism in general and the Amazigh culture in particular on modernity, democracy and sustainable development. This conference shed light on the contribution of the minorities’ cultures in the Islamic world, and pled to make multiculturalism a lever of economic, social, and cultural development. 
The conference examined the means likely to promote  democratic culture in the Muslim countries. During debates the participants stressed the importance of an integrated approach of  multiculturalism and diversity based on democracy and social development. 
During the opening of this international conference and festival, a vibrant homage was paid to Mr. Aziz Akhennouch in recognition of his social activities and contributions to the amazigh culture. The festival also honoured the great writer the late Abdelkebir Khatibi for his enormous contribution to the literary and sociological fields. 
At least 18 groups of musicians and some 80 artists representing various areas of Morocco, lAlgeria, Iraq, France and Italy, took part in this festival. The festival honoured the following artists: Najat Aatabou, Fatima Tihihit, Idir, Nas El Ghiwane and Najat Hoceimiya, in recognition of their great artistic talents, and their important contributions to the Moroccan song. The festival also included book exhibitions, arts and carpet exhibitions; two films were projected, the first by the Frenchwoman Helen Hawad on the situation of the Tuaregs in Mali and the second by Nabil Ayouch on the situation of women in Southern Morocco. 
The participants in the international conference made the following recommendations: 
- Need for promoting the amazigh culture and local cultures as authentic national cultures
 - Use of the means offered by globalization to consolidate democracy and human rights in  Islamic countries 
- Need for reinforcing democratic culture as a solution to the problems of the Muslim world
 - Need for the integration of women in human development 
- Respect of the rights of the minorities and support for their cultures at  the symbolic and material levels 
- Integration of the principles of democracy and human rights in education and media

 - Use of the mass media to make known the Islamic cultures and to propagate a positive image of Islam 
- Respect of cultural diversity and the right to  difference 
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